SONIC THE HEDGEHOG





THE ORIGIN OF SONIC. - 7 page story by Nigel Kitching.





Technically this is the first half of a 14 page story, but really it is pretty much self contained, with continuity leading into the second part where I set up the basic 'Freedom Fighter' situation for future Sonic stories.
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1. Head and shoulders shot of Tails, Johnny Lightfoot and Porker Lewis facing the reader. It is night time and they are standing in a high wind, the source of which we cannot yet see. Perhaps you will need to show some leaves or something flying about to indicate the wind. Tails and Johnny look apprehensive, Porker looks downright scared.





Johnny Lightfoot is bright and energetic. Porker Lewis is good natured and easily frightened, he is also on the clumsy side.





Caption:	NIGHT ON PLANET MOBIUS.





Johnny Lightfoot:	NOW TAILS?





Tails:	NOT YET JOHNNY LIGHTFOOT, BE PATIENT.





Tails:	PORKER LEWIS, ARE YOU OKAY?





Porker Lewis:	J...JUST A LITTLE NERVOUS, I GUESS...





2. Big dramatic picture of Sonic. He is running round and round the Star Post which is situated high in the mountains in the Emerald Hill Zone. Show multiple images of Sonic as he travels his circular path. The other three stand a little way off watching. It is Sonic's speed which has caused the wind, by the way. I would suggest making the Star Post bigger and more monumental than in the game. Use lighting effects on the characters for this sequence as the head of the post pours out light and energy. There are stars circling the head of the Star Post in a tight orbit.





Sonic:	REMEMBER, THE SPECIAL ZONE IS SOME KIND OF 	WEIRD ALTERNATIVE DIMENSION THAT ONLY I CAN 	ENTER USING THE STAR POSTS AND MY SONIC 	SPEED!





Sonic:	IT'S CRAMMED WITH ALL KINDS OF CRAZY, NOT TO 	MENTION DANGEROUS, STUFF...





3. Sonic's circular path has now taken him off the ground as he spirals up towards the head of  the Star Post. The others are just jumping into his speed trail, what you would probably call his Sonic slip-stream.





Sonic:	... SO LET'S BE CAREFUL IN THERE!





Tails:	OKAY GUYS, JUMP!!





4. Full view of the Star Post. Only Sonic's legs and body are visible as his head and arms de-materialise into the head of the Star Post. Sonic's friends are being dragged along behind him like rag dolls. Porker Lewis is the most ungainly and is hanging upside down.





SFX:	FA-ZOOM!





Porker Lewis:	AAAAAAA!!!
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1. The four are now emerging in the Special Zone. They are jumping downwards from some 'energy portal' type of thing which is behind them. They have appeared on the track that we see in Sonic 2. Sonic has his usual cool grin on his face but the others all look unsure of things - particularly Porker Lewis who is the least brave of the four.





Sonic:	C'MON GANG! LET'S MOVE!!





Tails:	YOU'RE NOT GOING TO LEAVE US BEHIND, ARE YOU 	SONIC?





2. Sonic has leapt through a complete ring of bombs (as in the game). The others negotiate it with difficulty - Porker has fallen flat on his face. Some of the bombs are going off over their heads. 





Sonic:	MIND OUT FOR THOSE, BY THE WAY. THEY'RE 	BOMBS.





Porker:	BOMBS!? OOF!





SFX (from bombs):	BAM! BAM! BAM!





3. They have come to the end of the track (which we do not see in the game). It ends abruptly and the group shoot out into space. Sonic is adopting a flying pose - the rest look less composed. They are not falling here but shooting straight off the end of the track. We see some of the background of the Special Zone. What I have in mind is something a little like Ditko used to do in those old Dr Stranges, or the work of M.C. Escher. The way I see it is that both Special Zones from Sonic 1 and 2 are part of  this world as well as there being unrevealed parts which we will get to invent.





Sonic:	THERE USED TO BE CHAOS EMERALDS AT THE END 	OF THESE THINGS, BEFORE I COLLECTED THEM ALL, 	THAT IS.





Sonic:	I KEEP THEM IN A MUCH SAFER PLACE NOW.





Johnny Lightfoot:	AAAAAA!!





4. The gang are floating in Cyber-Space surrounded by weird stuff on all sides. In front of the group, in perspective, is a large, roughly TV screen shaped rectangle. On the rectangle is a ferocious-looking face made out of glowing energy. Have some kind of wobbly balloon for the screen. The screen, called the Omni-Viewer, is as about twice or three times the height of Sonic.





Sonic:	OKAY GUYS, WE'RE HERE.





Omni-Viewer:	WHO IS IT WHO DARES FACE THE OMNIPOTENT 	OMNI-VIEWER!?





5. Sonic is not shaken by this and continues. Closer shot of Sonic and the screen. The screen's face has changed to a smiling, friendly one now.





Sonic:	WHOA, COOL IT BUD. IT'S ME.





Omni-Viewer:	HEY SONIC! LONG TIME NO SEE, BABY! 	WHASHAPPENING MAN?
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1.Close up of Sonic talking and looking cheerful. We can see the edge of the screen, but from the back so the face is not visible.





Sonic:	WELL OMNI OLD BUDDY, I WAS KINDA THINKING IT 	WAS ABOUT TIME MY PALS HERE LEARNED THE 	TRUTH ABOUT DR ROBOTNIK.





Omni-Viewer:	INCLUDING ALL THAT CRAZY STUFF SHOWING HOW 	YOU GOT YOUR POWERS?





Sonic:	NATURALLY, THAT'S THE BEST PART!





2. Long shot (but the figures can be really small, maybe silhouettes) of Sonic's friends from the back. Sonic is standing next to the screen facing them. The screen shows Sonic before he became 'super'. On the screen Sonic is a light brown and his spines are not arranged as a streamlined mohawk but in a more irregular spiny look. He also does not have the super sneakers - give him trainers instead. The face still looks like Sonic although the colouring is different, of course. There is no longer a face on the screen, and it now shows Sonic emerging from a hole in the ground into a scientist's laboratory. In the background we can see the scientist from the back. The scientist is a thin tall character with white hair and moustache. The top of his head is bald but he has long and gravity-defying hair on both sides. He wears a badge on his long white lab coat - DR OVI KINTOBOR. I realise we don't get a good look at him in this picture. In this panel he is facing a complicated machine, it has a glass dome on top containing six chaos emeralds, each with a golden ring around it suspended in mid air. The emeralds glow with power and each is a different colour.





Omni-Viewer:	YOU GOT IT!





Sonic (on screen):	HUH, WHERE AM I?





Sonic 


( viewing screen):	AH YES! THIS IS THE FIRST TIME I MET ROBOTNIK...





3. The Omni-Viewer is now the entire panel, perhaps it could be drawn in a slightly different way to a standard panel? Sonic's remarks will be in captions.





Kintobor has noticed Sonic (still greyish brown, naturally), he is pleased to see him. Sonic looks sceptical.





Caption:	... ''COURSE HE WAS CALLED DR OVI KINTOBOR IN 	THOSE DAYS...'





Kintobor:	WELL, WELL LOOK WHO'S DROPPED IN! ERINACEUS 	EUROPAEUS!





Sonic:	WATCH WHO YOU'RE CALLING NAMES, PAL. YOU'RE 	TALKING TO SONIC, THE FASTEST HEDGEHOG ON 	PLANET MOBIUS!





4. Kintobor is standing by his emerald machine gesturing grandly towards it. Sonic is in the foreground holding a book - AN IDIOT'S GUIDE TO QUANTUM PHYSICS'. Sonic is looking towards Kintobor.





Kintobor:	I SEE YOU'VE NOTICED THE ROCC.





Sonic:	HUH?





Kintobor:	THE  RETRO-ORBITAL CHAOS COMPRESSOR. BY 	USING THE GOLDEN RINGS OF MOBIUS I HAVE BEEN 	ABLE TO TRANSFER MOST OF THE PLANET'S EVIL 	NTO THESE SIX EMERALDS.





5. Closer shot of Kintobor - we can see his badge now.





Kintobor:	MY MISSION IS TO RID PLANET MOBIUS OF EVIL, 	FOREVER!





Kintobor:	UNFORTUNATELY I HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO FIND THE 	SEVENTH EMERALD. WITHOUT THIS THE ROCC IS 	TERRIBLY UNSTABLE...
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1. We have pulled back from the Omni-Viewer a little and can see a head and shoulders shot of Sonic in front of the machine. On the screen Sonic (greyish brown still) is standing in a BLUE TREADMILL - the sort of thing you see in a hamster cage, but this one is some kind of scientific device and looks like it. There is a screen with a digital speedometer attached to the treadmill. The screen shows a reading of 000 MPH (or should we be metric here?). Next to the MPH screen and some controls is Kintobor. In the treadmill Sonic is now wearing the red Power Sneakers.





Sonic 


( viewing screen):	KINTOBOR COULDN'T RESIST CARRYING OUT SOME 	EXPERIMENTS INTO MY SONIC SPEED. USING HIS 	KINETIC GYRATOSPHERE I LEANED TO RUN EVEN 	FASTER!





Sonic:	IN RETURN I USED THIS SPEED TO SEARCH FOR THE 	MISSING EMERALD.





Kintobor:	TODAY WE WILL TRY OUT THESE FRICTION REDUCING 	TRAINERS. I CALL THEM THE POWER SNEAKERS!!





Sonic:	READY WHEN YOU ARE DOCTOR K.





2. The Omni-Viewer is once again the whole panel. We can see Sonic starting to run in the foreground, we can see the speed on the screen and perhaps the hands and arms of Kintobor. The speedometer shows 25 mph.





Sonic:	HEY DOC, THESE POWER SNEAKERS ARE REAL COOL!





3. Small close shot of the speedo showing 257 mph.





4. Small close shot of the speedo showing 475mph.





5. Small close shot of the speedo showing 758 mph. The screen is vibrating now.





6. Close up of Kintobor.





Kintobor:	SONIC STOP!! THE GYRATOSPHERE CAN'T TAKE 	ANY MORE!!





7. Explosion. Silhouette of Kintobor in the foreground .





SFX:	KA-BOOOM!!!





Kintobor:	SONIC!!





8. Big picture of Sonic standing in the clearing smoke. He is blue now with the mohawk. He stands looking powerful and heroic. Perhaps the speedo has survived the explosion and is still showing a speed of 761 mph. I can let you have the speed of sound in km/h if need be. It's 1225 km/h, I just checked.





Caption:	'WHEN I BROKE THE SPEED OF SOUND, THE SONIC 	BOOM SMASHED THE TREADMILL.' 





Caption:	'THE ACCIDENT CHANGED ME AND I ENDED UP WITH 	A TOTALLY COOL STREAMLINED NEW IMAGE...'
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1. Pull back a little - the same as the opening to page 4. Head and shoulders shot of Sonic. On the screen Kintobor is working on his ROCC machine and Sonic is reading a comic book - ATTACK OF THE KILLER ZOMBIE PENGUINS.





Sonic 


( viewing screen):	I FIGURED I MIGHT AS WELL HANG OUT WITH 	KINTOBOR FOR A WHILE. HE WAS A PRETTY OKAY 	GUY.





Kintobor:	I FEEL A BIT PECKISH. HOW ABOUT YOU SONIC?





Sonic:	GREAT! I'LL HAVE A TRIPLE CHEESEBURGER WITH 	SALAMI, SALAD, PICKLE, MAYONNAISE AND 	MUSTARD.





2. Kintobor is standing next to the opened fridge. He is holding an egg. We can see inside the fridge which is empty. Sonic is next to Kintobor looking disgusted.





Kintobor:	OH DEAR! I MUST HAVE FORGOTTEN TO DO THE 	SHOPPING AGAIN.





Sonic:	EUGGGH! THAT EGG STINKS! HOW LONG HAS IT BEEN 	IN THERE?





3. Kintobor is walking back over to the ROCC looking at the egg distractedly.





Kintobor:	ONLY ABOUT SIX MONTHS OR SO....





Kintobor:	A LITTLE SALT AND IT SHOULD BE FINE.





4. Kintobor trips on one of the wires that is trailing across the floor and falls towards his ROCC.





Sonic:	DOC! WATCH IT!





Kintobor:	AAAAHH!





5. Small close up of the Doc's hand hitting the ROCC's controls. Some sparks and energy type effects leap from the control panel.





SFX:	KRRRK!





6. Explosion. Perhaps we can see some of the Chaos Emeralds being thrown around.





SFX:	WHOOOM!!
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1. Sonic is in the midst of the smoke, he is calling to the professor.





Sonic:	DOC! DOC! ARE YOU ALL RIGHT?





2. We can see an indistinct, egg shaped figure in the smoke. This is Robotnik.





Robotnik:	DON'T WORRY ABOUT ME, SONIC...





3. Big, very dramatic picture of Robotnik. I know he is a comical shape but make him look scary (within reason) use weird lighting effects or anything that helps. He is standing in the clearing smoke. he wears the tattered remains of Kintobor's lab coat. We can see the badge which now reads DR IVO ROBOTNIK. This mirroring of the words doesn't really work, but it might help the illusion if we write it with mirrored letters - facing backwards, I mean.





Robotnik:	...IN FACT I'VE NEVER FELT BETTER!!





Sonic:	DR IVO ROBOTNIK?





Robotnik:	EGGS-ACTLY!!





Caption:	'THE EVIL FROM THE EMERALDS HAD COMBINED 	WITH THE ROTTEN EGG - IT WAS THE END OF DR 	KINTOBOR!'





4. Cut back to Sonic and his pals at the Omni-Viewer. On the screen perhaps we can make out a fight going on between Robotnik and Sonic.





Sonic 


( viewing screen):	AND WE ALL KNOW WHAT HAPPENED NEXT - HOW 	ROBOTNIK TRIED TO USE THE POWER OF THE 	EMERALDS FOR HIS OWN EVIL PURPOSES!





Sonic 


( viewing screen):	AND EVEN THOUGH I KEEP ON BEATING HIM, 	SOMEHOW HE ALWAYS MANAGES TO ESCAPE.
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1. The Omni-Viewer has the face that we first saw it with, except this time it is looking scared. Sonic and his three friends are also in shot.





Omni-Viewer:	SONIC!! QUICKLY RUN! GET AWAY!





Sonic:	HUH? WHAT IS IT BUDDY?





2. Energy tentacles have shot out of the Omni-Viewer. One wraps around each of Sonic and his friends.





Omni-Viewer:	I'M SORRY SONIC, BUT I JUST CAN'T HELP MYSELF!





3. The Omni-Viewer has pulled them all into itself. We can see them in the distance deep within the object still held by the tentacles.





Voice off:	WELL DONE MY SLAVE! YOU HAVE CARRIED OUT MY 	WILL, LIKE ALL IN THE SPECIAL ZONE MUST!





4. View of the Omni-Viewer - the face looks terrified. A shadowy hand is appearing in one side of the panel.





Voice off:	SONIC IS GONE, TRAPPED SOMEWHERE IN THE 	FUTURE WHERE HE CAN NEVER INTERFERE WITH MY 	PLANS AGAIN!





5. Head and shoulders shot of Robotnik laughing his head off. He looks really evil.








Robotnik:	HAHAHAHAHAHA!!!





NEXT: SONIC NO MORE?





�
NOTES ON AMENDMENTS TO SCRIPT.





On reflection I still felt that it was best that Sonic and his buddies went into the Special Zone for the purpose of making use of the Omni-Viewer, rather than having them just chance across it. I think this way we cut down a little on unnecessary exposition in a story which is already trying to cram quite a bit into seven pages. However if you would rather go with the guys going into the Special Zone for a tour and accidentally meeting up with the viewer, a couple of dialogue changes ought to take care of it. Let me know what you think.





Reading this script again it seemed a little strange that there was no mention of the rings so I have included them on page 4.
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