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1. Similar scene to the final panel of last issue. I’m beginning to see Hobson as a kind of Eeyore character - always glumly complaining but always accepting his situation. All the motivation for Hobson comes from Choy. Choy thinks he always knows best and he has all kinds of stories of his past heroics - it will become obvious that Choy never actually does much himself but relies on Hobson’s strength.

Caption:
in his base of operations doctor robotnik is surprised by a couple of unexpected visitors from the drakon empire!

Hobson:
this is some kind of underground room, we’re probably trapped here, choy! 

Hobson:
I guess now we’ll just die of hunger or something!

2. Choy is annoyed.

Choy:
shut up hobson, I’m trying to think!

Robotnik (thinks):
well now… what have we here?

3. Focus on Robotnik, he looks evil. In this panel Robotnik is still hiding and has not been seen.

Robotnik (thinks):
these two idiots could be just what I’m looking for!

Robotnik (thinks):
I’ve got to handle this just right…
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1. Robotnik steps into view looking afraid. Hobson and Choy turn in surprise.

Robotnik:
d… did sonic send you? what more does he want? hasn’t he already done enough to me?

Choy:
what?
2. Hobson speaks.

Hobson:
we don’t know anything about a ‘sonic’. we just got here from the drakon empire… we’re on the run from the emperor!

Choy:
yeah, where are we anyway?

3. Robotnik hams it up.

Robotnik:
this, my friends, is planet mobius and i, Doctor robotnik,  was once its just and merciful ruler!

Robotnik:
BUT that was before… before the evil menace known as sonic the hedgehog!
4. Robotnik turns to a machine and a view screen flashes into life showing a smiling picture of Sonic.

Robotnik:
but it’s simpler if i show you!

Robotnik:
there he is, he is the one who BROUGHT an end to my rule and the golden age of mobius!

5. Choy looks sceptical.

Choy:
you’re trying to tell us he’s some kind of evil dictator?

Robotnik:
this is his public face… let me show you the real sonic the hedgehog!…
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1. A scary image of Super Sonic appears on the screen. Hobson and Choy step back in shock.

Robotnik:
behold, the terrifying demon who stole my kingdom from me!

Robotnik:
the people of mobius are so afraid they dare not speak even one word against him!

2. Robotnik grins to himself as Hobson and Choy take in the image of Super Sonic.

Robotnik (thinks):
hah! they don’t begin to suspect i am lying… that super sonic and sonic are two completely different people!

Deb, I know I refer to Sonic as a person – we can’t call him an animal and the use of the word hedgehog in this context just sounds stupid.

3. Choy grins at Robotnik ingratiatingly.

Choy:
look doc, i figure you need some expert help here! and it just so happens that hobson and i are specialists at this kind of thing!

Hobson:
but we don’t…

4. Robotnik looks mock-pleased.

Robotnik:
do you really mean it? 

Choy:
sure we do, it would be our pleasure! right, hobson?

Hobson:
does it matter what i think?

5. Robotnik is operating some controls and a Mobius ring is starting to appear.

Robotnik:
this mobius ring will TRANSPORT you straight to the emerald hill zone!

Robotnik:
capture sonic… bring him back here!

6. Hobson and Choy prepare to go through.

Choy:
this is your lucky day, doc. sonic is as good as defeated!

Robotnik (thinks):
hah! these idiots are even easier to fool than KNUCKLES was!*

Footnote:
*LONG-TIME readers will remember how the famous echidna was taken in by robotnik – megadroid.
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1. Sonic in his base. Kintobor is warning him about the appearance of Hobson and Choy. Perhaps Sonic could be eating a burger or something. On a view screen we can see Hobson and Choy stepping from the Mobius Ring.

Caption:
sonic’s base of operations in the emerald hill zone…

Kintobor:
sonic, i’m picking up intruders on the edge of the emerald village! putting it on screen!

2. Sonic looks at the screen.

Sonic:
they’re using a mobius ring and that means the drakon empire or robotnik!
Sonic:
either way it’s trouble!

3. Sonic runs out of the panel leaving his burger suspended in mid air as he goes.

Sonic (off):
 i’ll check it out!

4. Cut back to Hobson and Choy. It is market day in the Emerald Village so there are a fair few people about. Hobson and Choy are walking amongst the people – they are getting a few looks.

Hobson:
we’re only going to get into more trouble by helping that robotnik guy, choy!

Choy:
that’s your problem, hobson, no imagination!

5. Choy enthusiastically explains.

Choy:
look, once robotnik is back in power he’s going to be grateful… we’ll be rich, we’ll never have to work again!

Hobson:
you never worked that much in the first place!

6. Choy speaks to himself but Hobson is looking towards a voice off panel.

Choy:
all we have to do is find this ‘sonic’ character!

Voice:
i might be able to help you there!
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1. Both turn to face Sonic. During this fight it should be obvious that Choy is a coward and he is spending his time trying to avoid being hit.

Choy:
it’s him! it’s sonic the hedgehog!
Choy:
quick Hobson we must attack while we have the element of surprise!

2. Hobson lumbers to the attack. Choy stays back, shouting his orders.

Hobson:
aren’t you coming, choy?

Choy:
a sudden cramp… once again my old wound slows my advance!

3. Hobson swings at Sonic who dodges easily. A crowd of onlookers is gathering.

Onlooker:
i’ve never seen sonic in action… this should be good!

4. Sonic catches up with Choy who is obviously about to hide behind something.

Sonic:
going somewhere, buddy?

Choy:
do you think i was trying to hide? not at all, i was just planning a cunning sneak attack!

5. Suddenly Sonic is thumped from behind by Hobson, who is faster than he looks. I have deliberately left Hobson’s reply with very few bolds and exclamation marks to try and give his personality a laconic flavour.

SFX:
whapp!

Sonic:
agggh!

Choy:
well done hobson, he underestimated you because you look slow and stupid!

Hobson:
thanks a lot…
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1. Sonic thumps Hobson in the stomach but his arm sinks in up to the shoulder.

SFX:
fapp!

Sonic:
uh? that’s quite a belly you have there, pal!

Hobson:
i try to diet, but i just don’t have the willpower.

2. Hobson flexes his belly and Sonic is propelled into a stall (it doesn’t have to be a stall, it could be barrels, anything really).

SFX:
ker-rasssh!
Sonic:
aggggh!

3. Now Sonic is down, Choy leaps to the attack.

Choy:
back hobson, let me save you from this vicious creature!

4. Choy tries his best to beat up Sonic.

Sonic:
you like to fight when you think your OPPONENT is already beaten, eh?

5. Choy continues.

Choy:
so, you’re begging for mercy are you?
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1. Sonic delivers a powerful blow and Choy is sent sailing through the air.

SFX:
whamm!

Sonic:
not exactly!

2. Hobson picks up Choy.

Hobson:
choy, are you all right?

Choy:
of course, my plan is working to perfection!

Sonic:
you call getting thumped a plan?
3. Sonic grins rather cruelly as he approaches his adversaries with his fist raised. Choy is panicking somewhat and talking into some kind of communication device.

Sonic:
PAL, YOUR PLAN IS GOING TO WORK EVEN BETTER THAN YOU EXPECTED!

Choy:
DOCTOR ROBOTNIK, WE HAVE MET SONIC… OUR MISSION HAS BEEN A SUCCESS. WE’D LIKE TO LEAVE NOW!

4. A Mobius Ring appears.

Hobson:
SO HOW ON EARTH WILL YOU MANAGE TO MAKE OUR MISSION SOUND LIKE A SUCCESS?

Choy:
I’LL THINK OF SOMETHING!
5. Both jump into the Mobius Ring.

6. The Mobius Ring fades and Sonic looks up at it.

Sonic:
IF ROBOTNIK HAS SUNK TO USING CLOWNS LIKE THEM HE MUST BE REALLY DESPERATE!

Sonic:
EITHER THAT OR HE’S PLANNING SOMETHING REALLY CLEVER!
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